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Thought Questions  1

1. Are you uncomfortable about spending time with anyone on your block? Anyone you would feel strange 
being seen with? Why? We all battle hidden judgments and fears. Sometimes we are aware of the way we 
are seeing others and sometimes we are really just afraid of how others will see us. We all have certain 
types of people that we are tempted to judge.


2. Discuss the impact that the 24 hour media cycle has on your world view. What are you

3. afraid of that you have only seen on the news? Everyone feels a little sick after watching the news. We are 

suddenly afraid of things that we didn’t even know existed before we watched it. We’re afraid of all kinds 
of things like sicknesses, bed bugs, and terrorism, but we’re really frightened by the people that might be 
surrounding us.


4. What’s the worse case scenario if you engaged your neighbors? Does knowing them increase the 
likelihood of your worst case scenario? We are all afraid that the horrible stuff that we see on the news is 
living around us. It’s easier to hide and hope it will go away. The irony is that this isolation ends up making 
us more suspicious and fearful. If these kinds of people are living around us it would be WAY better to 
know that. And usually we realize that they aren’t who we were afraid that they are.


5. Who do you think is scared of you? Why? Most of us don’t realize that our fears make people afraid of us. 
We perpetuate the cycle by withdrawing and end up making people afraid of us. While we’re busy 
guessing who they are and believing the worst, they are often doing the same thing about us. Someone 
has to break the cycle.


6. What do you think are the main reasons people are often afraid of their neighbors? Do you have any fears 
or concerns about the people in your neighborhood? How would it be different if you knew their story? We 
usually have mercy for others when we understand their story. It is the unknown that leads us to make 
assumptions and leads us to keep our distance.


7. Read Luke 5:27-32   - What insights do you have of this passage? 


Moving Forward 
1. Do the Block Map - Write the names of your neighbors by listing out the names of the adults and children 

of the 8 closest houses or apartment units next to you and pay attention to the blank spaces. Take a 
second and identify each of the neighbors and decide if they are a stranger, acquaintance, or relationship. 
Go around and share how many neighbors you know by name and if you have made any progress since 
the last meeting.


2. Identify one neighbor that you are going to pray for over the next week. Take time to pray in the group for 
the neighbors that were mentioned.


3. Share one small “next step” that you feel God is calling you to take in the next 7 days. Options they might 
choose:


• Learn a specific neighbor's name

• Invite a couple over for dinner

• Ask a neighbor for advice on how to take care of your lawn because their's is nicer


On Your Own 
• Journal about a time that you overcame a fear. What were the steps that you took in completing that 

process?


 Most of these thought questions and acton steps come from the book, The Art of Neighboring by Jay 1

Pathak and Dave Runyon. I plan to glean insights from their book throughout this sermon series and share 
them with you . . . and take them to heart myself! :)




