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Introduction: 
To live at all is to live with criticism. Perhaps even this past week you have been stung and 
wounded by critical comments directed towards you or someone whom you love. If so, this 
passage in II Samuel 16 gives some very practical advice concerning how you can 
overcome criticism. When criticism comes, what can you do to act rather than react? Let's 
affirm some timeless principles together. 

Explanation of the passage II Samuel 16:1-14  

Characteristics about criticism 

• Criticism inevitably comes when we least need it.  

• Criticism almost comes when you least deserve it or at least when you have already 
begun to make amends for some wrong.  

• Criticism usually comes, but not always, from those who are the least qualified to give 
it.  

• Criticism comes usually in a way that is least helpful.  

David teaches us two principles in this passage  

1. See the work of our sovereign God in the criticism  (II Samuel 16:10-11). 

2. See the care of our sovereign God in the criticism (II Samuel 16:12). 

 Three suggestions:    

- When YOU are critical, _________________________ 

- When YOU are criticized, _______________________ 

- When OTHERS are criticized, ___________________ 
    

Conclusion 
  



Thought Questions for Personal, Family, and Small Groups 
2 Samuel 16:1-14  

Open It 
1. What are some observations that you’ve learned about criticism? 
2.  In the message, we considered “basement” people and “balcony” people. Who are some 

balcony people in your life? How do they express support? 
Explore It 

1.  Who met David with provisions as he was fleeing Jerusalem?   
          (16:1-2) 
2. What difference of opinion did Ziba report between himself and Mephibosheth? (16:3) 
3. What was David’s response to Ziba’s actions? (16:4) 
4. What did Shimei son of Gera do when David’s entourage passed his way? (16:5-8) 
5. Why was Shimei so bitter against David? (16:8) 
6. What did Abishai propose to do to Shimei? (16:9) 
7. How did David’s view of the situation differ radically from Abishai’s? (16:10) 
8. What order did David give concerning Shimei, and what was his reason for doing so? 

(16:11) 
9. For what outcome did David hope instead of the immediate death of the heckler? 

(16:12) 
10. What did Shimei continue to do as David and his men journeyed on? (16:13) 
11.What did David do when he arrived at his destination? (16:14)  

Get It 
1. Why is it not wise to take one person’s version of events at face value without hearing 

the other side? 
2. What character traits did David exhibit through his reaction to Shimei? 
3. What can a person learn from his or her critics? 
4. How does God enable us to respond charitably toward our enemies?  

Apply It 
1. How do you need to guard yourself from people whose attitudes and methods conflict 

with your own? 
2. Think about three categories of people (those who criticize, those who are being 

criticized, those who witness others being criticized). In what group do you primarily see 
yourself? What do you think the Lord might be saying to you?  


