
A BLESSed New Year! 
Pastor Gerald Stigall  

For personal, family or small group discussion 

Think About It… 
1. In your own words describe a fully devoted follower of Jesus Christ. Talk about that 

person’s attitudes and actions. What qualities do you associate with one who is disciple of 
Jesus Christ? 

2. But talk about a time when you either gave or received something that was especially 
meaningful. What made it so. 

3. What bright hopes do you have for 2019? What personal goals might you have?  
4. Talk about a time when you especially felt blessed? When did you especially feel that you 

were a blessing - that you made a positive difference for someone? How so?  

BIBLE TEXT:  John 12:1-7 
12:1 Bethany was a village located on the eastern slope of the Mount of Olives (about 2 miles 
from Jerusalem) where Jesus had recently raised Lazarus from the dead. This was Jesus’ last 
stop before His triumphal entry into Jerusalem where he would be sentenced to death by 
crucifixion in just 6 days. 
12:3 nard This was a fragrant oil prepared from an aromatic herb found in northern India. It was 
an expensive perfume, imported in sealed alabaster boxes or flasks that were opened only on 
special occasions. Mary’s costly gift (a pint) expressed her love and devotion to Jesus.  
12:3 the house was filled with the fragrance An ancient Jewish rabbinical saying taught that a 
person’s good reputation would spread throughout the world just as the aroma of a perfume fills 
a house. This may be John’s way of saying what Matthew and Mark say by stating that Mary’s 
story would be told wherever the gospel is preached throughout the world (Mt. 26:13; Mark 
14:9). 
12:4-6. Judas Iscariot… objected to her lavish gift as a waste of resources. His objection was 
dishonest. With the hindsight of history, John was able to explain that Judas, the group’s 
treasurer (13:29), stole some of the benevolence money for himself. Mary gave openly and 
sacrificially, while Judas took money secretly and selfishly. Judas did not consider Jesus to be 
worth a year’s wages, 300 denarii. Instead, he betrayed Jesus for one-tenth of that amount—30 
pieces of silver (the price of a slave; Exodus 21:32). 
12:7 for the day of my burial The Jews customarily prepared bodies for burial by anointing 
them with aromatic oils. Only those who suffered a criminal’s death were not anointed before 
burial. Mary’s generous act shows that Jesus did not deserve death on the cross. In His defense 
of her actions, Jesus predicts the coming of His intended death. 
12:8 You will always have the poor among you – Jesus was not minimizing the importance 
giving to the poor. He was using this moment to remind His disciples to honor Him while they 
had the opportunity.  



Exploring the Passage:  

1. How does Mary’s use of her perfume strike you? 
❑ Tasteful, but too extravagant 
❑ Wasteful, without a doubt 
❑ Honoring, and perfectly appropriate 

2. What had Jesus done (or what was He about to do) to deserve such a lavish gift? 

3. How did Judas’ attitude differ from Mary’s? How is each of them remembered today? 

Look at John 12:1-8 through the lens of the five biblical qualities that we desire to practice in all 
of our ministries at Grace Evangelical Free Church. What specific applications might the Lord 
be prompting you to make to take the next step toward being a wholly devoted follower of Jesus 
Christ?  

1. Radical Hospitality: 
 Application:  

2. Passionate Worship  
 Application:  

3. Intentional Faith Development  
  Application:  

4. Risk Taking Mission and Service  
 Application:  

5. Extravagant Generosity  
 Application:  

These five qualities describe who we are.  
B.L.E.S.S. describes what we purpose to do: 

• Begin with prayer 
• Listen with care 
• Eat together  
• Serve with love  
• Share your story 

How THIS week do you purpose to BLESS others in at least one of these ways? 


