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Introduction:  

Last week in Nehemiah 1 we looked at the "how" of prayer from our perspective. 
Specifically in 1:5-11 we saw the model of prayer: Adoration (vs. 5), Confession 
(vss. 6-7), Thanksgiving (vss. 8-10) and Supplication (vs. 11). Appropriately, this 
model spells ACTS! Prayer is active, not passive; it is dynamic, not static.  

Today, in Nehemiah 2:1-9, we'll look at the "how" of prayer from God's 
perspective. We'll see how prayer unleashes God's powerful and creative blessings 
upon the believer.  

  I. God Answers Prayer in His Own _________ (vs. 1a)  

  

 II. God Answers Prayer in His Own ________  (vss. 1b-4a)  

III. God Answers Prayer in His Own ________     (vss. 4b-8) 

Conclusion/Application: 



Digging Deeper 

1.   Consider Proverbs 21:1. How do you see this verse verified in Nehemiah 2:1-8? 

2.   During the four months that Nehemiah learned of the problem, until he 
experienced the hope of it being solved, he prayed and fasted night and day. The 
text says that he wept and was grieved. Yet, he did not look gloomy until the 
sadness was so intense that it was manifested externally before the king. How does 
Nehemiah's quiet repose reflect the counsel Jesus gives in Matthew 6:5-18?  

3.   Do you remember the commercial that had the advice: "Never let them see you 
sweat"? In other words, the world counsels us to cover up your weaknesses. How 
does that compare with Nehemiah's response in verses 2-3? How secure are you to 
reveal your hurts to others?  

4.   What does verse 6 imply about how the king valued Nehemiah's service? Based 
on the way Nehemiah addresses the king (vss. 3, 5, 7) how does Nehemiah 
respond to his "employer?"  

5.   How is tact demonstrated by Nehemiah? How does Nehemiah build bridges 
rather than erect barriers? What value does the assertion in verse 3 that the city 
where his fathers are buried lies in ruin have? What value is there in referring to 
the city in Judah (verses 3, 5, 8) rather than to Jerusalem to King Artaxerxes, the 
King of Persia? Not once does he mention the king's previous decision in Ezra 
4:21.  

6.  How can we justify praying and planning? Do we lack faith when we specifically 
plan? Based on the requests of verses 5-8 what besides praying has Nehemiah 
been doing for 4 months? What does the phrase "Trust God, but keep the powder 
dry" mean? What does the following phrase mean to you, "Faith is not a synonym 
for disorder or a substitute for careful planning"?   

7.  Share with other ways that this passage has applications for you in this season of 
your life.


