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Introduction:  

The way in which we oppose opposition reveals both our spiritual maturity and 
the prospects of our successfully responding. Nehemiah consciously did 
everything properly. He prayed (Nehemiah 1). He prepared (Nehemiah 2:1-9). 
He planned the work (Nehemiah 2:10-20). He prepared the workers (Nehemiah 
3:1-32). He progressed (Nehemiah 4:1). Yet, as is often the case in our lives, he 
met problems!  The two pronged response of Nehemiah described in this 
chapter can help us as we oppose opposition! 

Note the effects of the opposition on the people:  

1. loss of strength   (vs. 10) "strength giving out"  
2. loss of vision   (vs. 10) "there is so much rubble"  
3. loss of confidence (vs. 10)  "we cannot rebuild the wall"  
4. loss of security   (vs. 11) "our enemies will kill us"  

Because of the opposition, the people of God worked halfheartedly. Nehemiah, 
though, performed heart surgery and opened blocked arteries which allowed 
them and can allow us to oppose opposition wholeheartedly.  

  I. Overcome Opposition by P_____________  (vss. 4-5)  

II. Overcome Opposition by P___________ vss. 13-23  

1. Direct your efforts toward a specific _____ (vs. 13) 
2. Direct you attention to the LORD              (vs. 14) 
3. Maintain a balance between thought & action   (vs. 16)  
4. Determine a _______ point                (vss. 19-20) 
5. Develop a "serving others" ministry       (vss. 21-22)  

Conclusion/Application  

We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed;  
perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not abandoned;  

struck down, but not destroyed. 

  II Corinthians 4:8-9   



For Further Study  1

Introduction:  
“Sticks and stones may break my bones, but names will never hurt me!” We 
usually hear children saying this. But when we want to oppose something 
because it is getting in our way, we adults have a slightly more sophisticated way 
of doing the same thing. The enemies of Israel started out at the "sticks and 
stones" level, but they were soon into slander, intimidation and threatening with 
weapons. Our enemy the devil is always going to oppose the work of God. We 
need to expect and be able to fight opposition, if we will do God's work. 
  

1. When have you seen a person or a group crumble under the pressure of 
opposition to the ministry? 

2. Read Neh. 4. Describe the progression of seriousness in how Sanballat and 
Tobiah threaten the Jews and the building of the wall in Neh. 4:1-6. 

3. List the ways Nehemiah responds to these forms of opposition (Neh. 4:1-6). 

4. Why do you think Nehemiah is so uncharitable in his prayer in Neh. 4:4-5? 

5. What would the effect of the people's attitudes in Neh. 4:6 have been on the 
efficiency of the work? 

6. Describe the new threats in Neh. 4:7-12 that are seeking to hinder the work of 
building the wall. 

7. Note that Sanballat has inside help in his intimidation of the Jews and 
Nehemiah. What is it (Neh. 4:10, 12)? 

8. In Neh. 4:13-20, how does Nehemiah handle these threats? 

9. In what situation have you seen a creative solution keep the work moving 
forward? 

10. What was Nehemiah trusting in to get the work done (note Neh. 4:9, 14 and 
20)? 

11. What do you learn about Nehemiah from how he handles the opposition in 
Neh. 4? 

12. Does opposition make you want to quit a job, or does it challenge you to work 
harder to complete it? Explain. 

13. What kinds of opposition do you face in ministry?  

14. What helps you to face it and find God's grace and strength?

 I’m indebted to LifeGuide Bible Studies - LifeGuide Bible Studies – Nehemiah: The Courage 1

to Face Opposition for many of these thought questions.


