
Waging Spiritual Warfare 
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sermon series: Repairing Broken Walls, pt. 8 
Nehemiah 6:1-19  

Introduction  

Emerson once observed that a person is a hero, not because he is braver than 
anyone else, but because he is braver ten minutes longer. What is that extra 
something that allows one to stand firm in the face of opposition those "ten extra 
minutes"? What is it that allows one to experience, not tragedy, but triumph? - not 
failure, but success? In our passage today, Nehemiah demonstrates three qualities 
that allowed him, and can allow us, to wage spiritual warfare triumphantly for the 
glory and honor of our Lord.  

  I. In response to an intriguing dilemma demonstrate discernment  (vss. 1-4)  

• What would have been the advantages of going to Ono?  
• What would have been the disadvantages of going to Ono? 
• Webster defines "discernment" as the ability to see what is not    

evident to the average mind, an ability to assess accurately character or 
motives; the power to distinguish what is true or appropriate or genuinely 
excellent; judgment that is keen and practical. (James 1:5-8, I Co. 10:12)  

How can we develop spiritual discernment?   
1. Master God’s W______ 
2. We can p_______  Neh. 1:4, 1:5, 2:4, 4:4, 4:9, 5:19, 6:9, 6:14   
3. Receive c_________ from God's people  

II. In response to a malicious innuendo demonstrate confidence  vss. 5-10a  

Note the malicious accusations of Sanballat about Nehemiah  
Like all rumors note two characteristics:  

• There is no source quoted - "It is reported" (verse 6)  
• Great exaggeration and inaccuracy (verse 7)   

How can we respond to malicious gossip? 
1. Openly and calmly deny it (vs. 8a) 
2. Seek to understand the motives of the attacks (vs. 9)    
3. Approach the Lord with our hurt (vs. 9)  
4. Receive the Lord's help (vs. 16)  



III. In response to intimidation demonstrate courage (vss. 10b-14) 

Give me 100 men who fear nothing but sin and desire nothing but God and I 
will shake the world. I care not a straw whether they be clergymen or laymen, 
and such alone will overthrow the kingdom of Satan and build up the kingdom 
of God on earth.  - John Wesley 

Conclusion/Application:  

Think about how Jesus demonstrates these same qualities when he waged the 
ultimate spiritual warfare. And what he did then, we empowered by the Holy 
Spirit, can do now!  In Christ you are an overcomer!  

Application Questions  

1. Reflect upon a specific dilemma in your life about which you are unsure how 
best to respond. How might God's Word, prayer, and God's people foster 
within you discernment? How comfortable are you to receive guidance from 
God through His Word, through prayer, and through His people? Why do you 
think that this is so?  

2. Have you been hurt by gossip? Based on Nehemiah's response, what creative 
steps might you take this week to prevent the seeds of resentment from taking 
root in your life?  

3. Have you hurt others by gossip? What specifically might God be leading you 
to do this week?  

4. Does God call you to be successful or faithful? Does God rely on your ability 
or availability? Does your confidence rest upon what you can do or upon what 
God can through you accomplish?  

5. If you lack confidence in your spiritual walk, based upon Nehemiah, what 
specifically could you ask God to do for you? Reflect and memorize I John 4:4 
"Greater is He who is in you than he who is in the world."  

6. What difference does it make to you to know that we worship a sympathizing 
Savior who identifies with all of the opposition that we encounter (Hebrews 
4:14-16)? Think about the response of Jesus on the cross.


