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Introduction:  

In Chapter 12, you'll remember from last week, the people are united on the 
wall. They celebrate and offer one voice of praise. What a triumphant ending 
that would have been! But then we come to Chapter 13 and we are brought 
down from the ivory tower into the trenches of life where we live every day. 
Here there are problems and pain resulting from apostasy. Contained in this 
chapter are actions of a man of God who cared enough to confront. 

In this chapter there are four areas of conflict that Nehemiah confronted. We 
can learn much from this chapter how to confront these issues when they 
threaten to confront us as well. 

   I. Compromising Companionship (vss. 4-9)  

  II. Financial Fiasco (vss. 10-14)  

III. Secularized Sabbath (vss. 15-22)  

IV. Domestic Disobedience (vss. 23-31) 

Conclusion/Application:  

• Are you closer to or farther away from the Lord since the last time we met?  
• Are you more or less in debt that you were the last time we met?  
• Are your regularly meditating upon the Word through your regular quiet 

times?  
• Are you more or less committed to your family, especially your wife/husband, 

children, other relatives since the last time we met?  
• Are you more or less in physical shape that you were when we last met?  
• Are you comfortable with what you are giving to the LORD through your 

time, your talents, and your treasure?  
• Are their breaches in relationships which you need to resolve?  
• Are you purposefully witnessing your faith through your words and your 

works?  
• What character quality are you seeking to develop?  



Digging Deeper  

Use these thought questions from Navigators’ LessonMaker to aid you in probing more 
deeply into this text. Focus on specific applications from this word. Also, spend some time in 
small group reviewing ways that the Lord has and desires to use the principles and truths 
from Nehemiah in your life.  

Open It 
1. Why do you suppose we don’t challenge or confront each other more?   
2. When have you cared enough to confront someone? What was the result?  
3. When has someone cared enough about you to confront you? What was the result?  

Explore It 
1. What did the Israelites discover when they read the Book of Moses at the celebration? 

(13:1-2)  
2. What did the people do in response to what they discovered in the Book of Moses? (13:3)  
3. What evil deed had Eliashib the priest done? (13:4-5)  
4. How did Nehemiah react to Eliashib’s sin? (13:7-9)  
5. What had forced the Levites to return to their own fields? (13:10)  
6. Why did Nehemiah rebuke the officials? (13:11)  
7. How did Nehemiah choose the men to put in charge of the storerooms? (13:13)  
8. What request did Nehemiah ask of the Lord for his diligence in keeping Israel 

accountable? (13:14, 22)  
9. Of what sins were the people of Israel guilty? (13:15-16, 23-24)  
10. What action did Nehemiah take to insure Israel kept the Sabbath holy? (13:19-22)  
11. How did Nehemiah react to Israel’s sin of intermarriage with foreigners? (13:23-27)  

Get It 
1. What does this passage reveal about how believers should respond to the written Word of 

God?  
2. What does Nehemiah teach us through his example in choosing leaders?  
3. What role did prayer play in Nehemiah’s life?  
4. Who has helped keep you accountable in your Christian walk?  
5. What are the benefits to having a friend in whom to confide about spiritual things?  
6. What responsibility do you think Christians have to keep each other accountable?  
7. What have you learned from this story about respecting the Sabbath?  
8. In what ways should our treatment of the Sabbath differ from Old Testament law?  

Apply It 
1. Who is someone who could help keep you accountable in your spiritual life?  How will 

you invite that person to express care for you in that way?  
2. Whom can you hold accountable in a caring way which heretofore you haven’t? What 

would that look like? 


