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The Bible 

The following is the second article of our Statement of Faith with Scriptural support for each declaration 
that we make about the Bible. 

We believe that God has spoken in the Scriptures (Matt. 1:22; 4:4; 19:4,5; Heb. 1:1- 2), 
both Old and New Testaments (2 Pet. 3:15,16), through the words of human authors (Lk. 
1:1-4). As the verbally inspired Word of God (2 Tim. 3:16; 2 Pet. 1:20,21), the Bible is 
without error in the original writings (Num. 23:19; 2 Sam. 7:28; Prov. 30:5; Ps. 119:96, 160; 
Matt. 5:18; Jn. 10:35; 17:17; Tit. 1:1,2), the complete revelation of His will for salvation (Lk. 
16:29-31; Gal. 1:8,9; 2 Tim. 3:15), and the ultimate authority by which every realm of 
human knowledge and endeavor should be judged (Jn. 17:17; 1 Tim. 3:15-17; 1 Pet. 1:23; 
Ps. 119:44,45,165). Therefore, it is to be believed in all that it teaches (Matt. 22:29; Rom. 
15:4; 2 Tim. 3:16), obeyed in all that it requires (Matt. 28:20; 2 Thess. 3:14; 1 Jn. 2:5), and 
trusted in all that it promises (Rom. 1:2; 4:21; Heb. 10:23; 2 Pet. 1:4; 3:13). 

Questions for Further Study 

Open It:  
1. What view did your family have of the Bible as you were growing up?  What caused them to view it 

in this way? 
2. What do you find most difficult about the Bible? 
3. After each statement, indicate if you agree, disagree, or don’t know. 

• I find the New Testament is a lot more practical than the Old Testament. 
_____Agree _____Disagree _____Don’t know 

• I did not learn the Bible as a child so I sometimes feel intimidated around people who grew up 
going to church. 

_____Agree _____Disagree _____Don’t know 

• Reading the Bible is something I know I should do, but I just don’t have the time. 
_____Agree _____Disagree _____Don’t know 

• When I have questions about the Bible, I have someone in my life I feel comfortable asking. 
_____Agree _____Disagree _____Don’t know 

• The Bible has translation errors, but nothing that changes God’s message to us. 
_____Agree _____Disagree _____Don’t know 

• People have used the Bible to beat up on me. 
_____Agree _____Disagree _____Don’t know 
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4. Look up and read the following passages. Identify each as a teaching to be believed, a requirement to 
be obeyed, and/or a promise to be trusted. 

Our goal is to practice looking at the Bible and hearing God speak. As you read, ask “Is God teaching 
me something to believe, giving me something to obey, or promising me something to trust?” 

   

2 Peter 1:3-4 ____Teaching    _____Requirement     ____Promise 

2 Peter 1:5-7 ____Teaching    _____Requirement     ____Promise 

2 Peter 1:8-9 ____Teaching    _____Requirement     ____Promise 

2 Peter 1:10-11 ____Teaching    _____Requirement     ____Promise 

Deut. 15:7-8 ____Teaching    _____Requirement     ____Promise 

Deut. 15: 10-11 ____Teaching    _____Requirement     ____Promise 

Joshua 1:6-7 ____Teaching    _____Requirement     ____Promise 

Joshua 1:8-9 ____Teaching    _____Requirement     ____Promise 

John 15:1-3 ____Teaching    _____Requirement     ____Promise 

John 15:4 ____Teaching    _____Requirement     ____Promise 

John 15:5-7 ____Teaching    _____Requirement     ____Promise 

Questions to Dig Deeper: 

1. What are the similarities and differences between these references: Scriptures, Old and New 
Testaments, Word of God, Bible? 

2. God who has always been has spoken. Where are His words recorded? Why is it important to state 
that God has spoken “in the Scriptures” over against that God has spoken through the Scriptures? 

3. The Scriptures consist of the “Old and New Testaments.” How many books are there in the Old 
Testament? What about the New Testament? Why is it important today to state explicitly the scope, 
or canon, of the Scriptures? How is it being undermined? 

4.  “God has spoken . . . through human authors.” This explains specifically what is meant by “verbally 
inspired.” How would you explain the verbal inspiration of the Bible? 

5. Because this is a word from God accurately recorded by human authors, it is “without error in the 
original writings.” The technical term is inerrant. What or who is the heart of inerrancy? Why is it 
important to state that it was the original writings that were without error? Do we have them, and if 
not, what is the importance of this statement? 

6. The Bible is “the complete revelation of His will for salvation.” What does it mean that it is 
complete? Why is it that many look elsewhere for something to add to what is in the Word? Why is it 
not considered sufficient? “Revelation” carries the meaning of “to make known.” God has ultimately 
revealed in the Bible, which is special revelation. God has also “spoken” or revealed in nature, 
which is known as general revelation. What is the difference between general and special revelation? 
How do we know, and where will we find the divine interpretation? What is the role of the Holy 
Spirit in inspiring the Bible, and what is His role in my understanding it? What are some challenges 
to the sufficiency of the Bible today? 
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7. It is also “the ultimate authority by which every realm of human knowledge and endeavor should be 
judged.” Because it is God’s Word, He has the final say in everything. This is true with what the 
Scriptures state explicitly, but it is also true with what they state implicitly. No matter the discipline, 
it submits to the Lord Jesus Christ as revealed in the Word. How is this true in your life? The fact 
that the word “should” is used acknowledges that not all use the Word to judge all they do and say. 
That is a statement of our sinfulness. What do you need to confess in relation to your posture to the 
Lord of the Word as revealed in the Word of the Lord? 

8. The appropriate response to God and His Word, as recorded in the Bible, is to believe “all that it 
teaches, to obey “all that it requires” and to trust “all that it promises.” Though the Bible is true with 
or without our response to it, what is wrong when it merely remains abstract words that do not affect 
our lives? Why is it that biblical a-literacy is so rampant even among Christians? Why is it that the 
morality of many Christians is not noticeably different than non-Christians? 

Practical Applications: 

As you read the Bible use the “SPECK” method of application.  
• Is there a Sin mentioned for me to forsake?  
• Is there a Promise for me to claim?  
• Is there an Example for me to follow?  
• Is there a Command for me to obey?  
• Is there Knowledge about God to appropriate?  

The importance of communication 
• What is the biggest communication challenge that you face right now? 
• As you think about the ways God communicates to us, what insights do you gain for your 

particular situation? 
• In the Bible God takes the initiative and speaks first to the ones he loves. Is there someone you 

need to have a conversation with that you have been putting off?  What should be your tone? 

God as Promise-Keeper 
• In the Bible we see that God both makes and keeps promises. Some people refuse to ever make 

promises. Others make promises, but don’t keep them. 
• What do you struggle with the most?  Making promises or keeping promises? 
• What is the value of both making and keeping promises in our relationships?   
• How does this strengthen relationships?  How does the lack of it weaken relationships? 

Giving Thanks for God’s Promises 
Name some promises of God and why they are meaningful to you. 
God has promised… This encourages me because… 
________________________________ __________________________________________ 

________________________________ __________________________________________ 

________________________________ __________________________________________ 

________________________________ __________________________________________ 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Notes on the Message 
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