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Sixteen years ago on February 3, 
2003 we took out a 25-year mortgage 
of $1,440,000 to pay for the present 
educational building, kitchen, and 
gymnasium. Over the years, little by 
little we’ve been chipping away at 
this mortgage. At times we have made 
minimal payments. At other times, 
such as during the Opening New Doors 
Campaign, we made more. The Elders 
directed that all of the 2019 budgeted 
monies for the remaining mortgage be 
paid in the first quarter. Therefore, it is 
with great delight that we can celebrate 
that the mortgage has been paid in full. 

On Pentecost Sunday, June 9th, we’ll 
celebrate this significant milestone in 
our life together. To God be the Glory! 
We’ve invited Paul Anderson, the Pres-
ident of Christian Investors Financial 
to deliver the message that day. We’ve 
got some special surprises to punctuate 
our worship celebration before we en-
joy an “over the top” reception follow-
ing the worship. 

I have NEVER been a part of a church 
whose mortgage has been paid off. 
Ours now is the opportunity to envi-
sion together what the Lord might have 
for us in the exciting days to come. On 
that point, the Elders are inviting us 
to enter a season of prayer to discern 
together the Lord’s direction for us.

Certainly more will be said about that 
on June 9th. In this article may I, on 

the part of us “newcomers”, say how 
much we appreciate you who made 
difficult and bold decisions many years 
ago to step out in faith to secure the fa-
cilities that we so enjoy. Of course, we 
know that Grace EFC is not tied to or 
defined by a building. A fire or tornado 
could wipe away the building tomor-
row, but Grace EFC would continue. 
We well understand that the Church is 
not mortar and brick but the people of 
God. But that said, we surely appreci-
ate the facilities, don’t we!

Pause for a moment and think about all 
that happens in the Education Wing: 
Adult Communities • Sunday School • 
Awana breakout rooms • VBS • Avail • 
Purity groups • Bible Studies. 

What about the Fellowship Hall 
(which for many years served as the 
office area)? Think about the wedding 
receptions • family reunions • funeral 
dinners • seminars • retreats • concerts 
• Thanksgiving Pie Night.  

What about the Gym? Upward bas-
ketball • food distribution • funeral 
dinners • wedding receptions • Easter 
brunch • concerts • volleyball • dodge-
ball. 

And let’s not forget about the Kitch-
en. Can anyone begin to guess how 
many meals have been prepared in that 
space? Think about the receptions • the 
banquets • the Wednesday Fellowship 
Dinners. 

Simply put, with you I am so thankful 
for this space that enriches Grace.

 On Sunday, June 9th, together we’ll 
have an opportunity - while 
remembering the fire of Pentecost - 
to burn our mortgage. Rightly, the 
theme for the day is: 

GRACE IS FREE!



Through the day we’ll celebrate 
together all that our theme implies. 

Together we’ll rightly sing: 
Praise God, from Whom all blessings 
flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

With you, I am so grateful! 

P.S.  Be sure to wear RED on         
Pentecost! 

Volunteers Needed for our 
Monthly Food Distribution

Join us the 2nd Friday of each month in this 
vital community outreach ministry.

Day shift - any time between 11a-4p
Evening shift - 5p-8p

Clean up 8p-10p

If you are interested in volunteering,
 please contact the office at 

office@gracefree.org 
or (763-784-7199)

INVITATION TO RECEIVE FOOD

Invite your friends and family, who 
have a need, to come and receive 
food. 

If they can’t make it, please pick up 
for them and bless them (but only if 
you aren’t picking up for yourself). 

Registration: 2:30 pm  - 7:45 pm
Food Distributed: 
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm

Please bring ID with current 
address to receive food, and a couple 
of boxes or laundry baskets to carry 
food.



CHILDREN’S AND PARENTING 
MINISTRIES 

June 2019

On May 8th we celebrated the conclusion of a great year of AWANA! Over 70 children dedicated 
themselves to the study and memorization of God’s word throughout the course of the year. We 
celebrate the growth in faith, knowledge, and love of Jesus that was displayed throughout the year!

Awana Wrap Up

Putting together a VBS that is a great experience for 
kids takes many helpful hands. If you would like to 
be a part of the invaluable team that helps get 
things ready for VBS, join us from 6:00 p.m. - 
9:00 p.m. on either of the following dates for an 
evening of work and fellowship. The remaining 
work nights will be: 

VBS

Join us June 10-14 for this summer’s VBS - In 
the Wild! We will spend the week having 
encounters with wild animals and with Jesus. 
You can register at gracefree.org/vbs. If you are 
interested in serving during VBS contact Pastor 
Tim or Trisha Pull. 

June 4th 
June 5th 

Additionally, we will 
gather after the church 
service on June 9th to 
make final preparations 

VBS Work Nights





My friend, Jason Alba, shared the following article on LinkedIn and asked us to share it “far and wide”. I think 
it will be helpful to our community:
Do you know someone who is looking for a job? Have you recently asked someone “how is your job search 
going?”

When I was a job seeker I was the only job seeker in my circles of influence. The only one in my neighbor-
hood and my church and my friend group. People knew I was looking for a job, and they frequently asked 
how my job search was going. One lady would bring me printouts of openings every Sunday. Coincidentally I 
had spent so much time on the job boards that every posting she brought me seemed too familiar. And none of 
them matched what I was looking for.

It wasn’t their fault that I couldn’t count any of them as helpful. Willing, yes, but not helpful. No one knew 
how to really help me in my job search. I didn’t know how to help them help me. Heck, I didn’t even know 
how to help myself!
Fast forward a few years, I had written a very successful book… When I got on the road to speak I had the 
opportunity to meet job seekers and learn their stories and their struggles. I learned people had friends and 
family and even acquaintances who all wanted to help them, but they didn’t know how... and the job seeker 
didn’t know how to help them help them.
First, let me share what I tell job seekers. Then I’ll restate it, but to you, who isn’t in a job search.

To job seekers I say that they have to believe that people want to help them. When people say “How is your 
job search going?” they really want to know if there is any way they can help you in your job search. But we, 
as job seekers, respond to that question with a “good” or a “it’s going okay” or sometimes we tell them the 
truth about how it’s not going well at all. None of these answers help others help us.

I tell them they can say “good” or “okay,” but they need to follow up with:
“I’m looking for introductions to people who work at my target companies. Do you know anyone 

who works at Company A, Company B, or Company C?”

You are answering their direct question, and then asking them a simple yes or no question. If they know some-
one who works at any of those companies, you would follow-up with “Would you introduce me to that per-
son?”

And that simple but brilliant response is how you help others help you. Networking introductions, especially to 
people in your target companies, could be even more valuable than if they paid your rent or mortgage for the 
month!

Most people will never have heard that response before... so they’ll just answer “good” to your “how is your 
job search going” question.  You can really help job seekers that you know by NOT WAITING FOR THEM 
TO ASK if you know anyone at their target company. Instead you offer it! Sometimes the job seeker is too 
heads-down applying online, or they don’t think anyone would make introductions to them, or they really don’t 
know how to do a job search.



Insert these responses to their “good”:
“Cool. What are some of your target companies? I might know someone who works at one of them.”

“What roles are you applying to? I might know someone who you can talk to.”
“If you are interested in networking with any of my contacts, I’d be happy to make an introduction. 

What are the companies you are most interested in working in?”

I would follow-up with this:
“I can introduce you to a friend of mine who works at Company A, but I’d like to know how it goes. I’d like 

you to do an informational interview with her, where you ask her about the organization, their needs, industry 
insight, as well as ask her for introductions to people in the department where you want to work. Have you 

done any of these informational interviews in your job search?”

Informational interviews are the most important tactic that a job seeker should invest in. If I were in a job 
search right now, I’d spend 90% of my time on informational interviews. Search JibberJobber Informational 
Interview and you›ll find plenty of information on how to do an informational interview.

I used to think I didn’t have anything to offer job seekers. But then I realized I had something more valuable 
than gold... I had contacts. And I could make introductions. When you do this, you are really helping your 
friends in their job search.

Clara Nydam

cnydam@gracefree.org



Youth Group Summer 2019 
June 10-14 VBS at Grace EFC 
June 18 - Girl’s night with Allison Preston 
June 22 - Sweetwater Revival Concert at GEFC  
June 25-27 Freedom Works Mission Trip 
July 10 - Beach Night and BBQ 
July 19 - Movie in the backyard at the Prestons 
July 23 - Bunker Beach Day 
Aug 7 - Beach Night and BBQ 
Aug 14 - St Paul Saints game 
Aug 18-24 BWCA Trip 2019 
Aug 30 - Grindstone Weekend 

Fall Fling is the weekend of Oct 4-6th this year!  Save the date!  





GRACE HAPPENINGS...

Upward Basketball
Grand
Prix

AWANA Celebration

“O Me, O My, O 
Nehemiah” kids’ 

Production

The 
Life of Jesus 
Silent Skit 
presented by
Grace Youth



More GRACE 
HAPPENINGS...

Baby Dedications

Easter
Baptisms

A R T S
DAY

White Roses 

celebrating decIsions 

to follow Jesus



 WEEKLY     UPCOMING MINISTRY EVENTS

Grace Calendar
Sundays: 
  9:15 am   Bible Hour, Nursery     

(0-3 yrs)
10:30 am   Worship Service, Nursery 

(0-3 yrs), Wee Worship 
(Age 3-Kindergarten)

Mondays: 
  7:00 pm   Adult Volleyball         
Tuesdays:
  6:00 am   Fe2 Men’s Group 
  1:00 pm   Staff Team Meeting
Thursdays:
  6:00 am   Ladies’ Bible Study
Fridays: 
  8:15 am   Bread Ministry 
Saturdays:
  7:00 am   Men's Basketball   

June 2
Communion Sunday
12:00 pm  VBS Worker Meeting
  2:00 pm Adult Volleyball
June 3
  6:30 pm  Missions Meeting
  7:00 pm   Adult Volleyball              

CANCELLED
June 4
  6:00 pm  VBS Work Night
  6:30 pm   Ladies’ Bible Study in     

Room 302
  6:30 pm  Veteran’s Platoon
June 5
  6:00 pm  VBS Work Night
  7:00 pm  VBS Worker Meeting
  7:30 pm  Orchestra Rehearsal (final)
June 6
  6:30 pm  Chorale Rehearsal (final)
June 9
Pentecost Sunday
Mortgage Burning/Reception
12:00 pm   Abbi Tanner Open House
12:00 pm  VBS Work Day
June 10
  9:00 am   Vacation Bible School (VBS) 

“In the Wild”
June 11
  9:00 am  VBS
  6:30 pm  Veteran’s Platoon
  6:30 pm  Ladies’ Bible Study 
  6:30 pm  Elder Board Meeting
June 12
  9:00 am  VBS

June 13
  900 am  VBS
11:00 am   Birthday Brunch Bunch 

CANCELLED
June 14
  9:00 am  VBS
  6:00 pm   Second Harvest Food        

Distribution
June 15
  1:00 pm  Miah McNiff Open House
June 16
  Father’s Day
  3:00 pm  Joel Alexander Open House
June 18
  6:30 pm  Ladies’ Bible Study
  6:30 pm  Veteran’s Platoon
  7:00 pm   Outreach Influence Team 

Meeting
June 22
  4:00 pm   Sweetwater Revival &    

Faithful Crossings Concert
June 23
Term 3 Ends
June 25
  5:30 pm   Elder Board Meeting     

CANCELLED
  6:30 pm  Ladies’ Bible Study
  6:30 pm  Veteran’s Platoon
June 29
11:00 am   Nichola Jacobson Open 

House
  4:00 pm  Stephanie Boehrs Grad Party


