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For the 
past several 
years, we 
have cele-
brated the 
importance 
of the Arts 

in a spring festival. This year on 
Sunday, March 24th, we’ll have an 
opportunity to appreciate the artistic 
expressions of our church family. 
Whether that be a finger painting of 
a three-year old or the watercolor of 
an eighty-three year old, we’ll marvel 
at the creativity of those around us. 
Please consider sharing your lego 
creation, your woodwork, your ce-
ramic, your coloring, your poetry, 
your photography, your latchhooks, 
your drawings, your knitting/sew-
ing/crocheting, your sculpting, etc. 
You get the idea. Please forward your 
plans to Pastor Scot who will coordi-
nate how best to display your tal-
ent. Also entry sheets will be at the 
Welcome Center. During the potluck 
that day, we’ll have a chance to enjoy 
ways that God has uniquely gifted 
you. You will inspire the rest of us to 
explore how we, too, might create.

We have answered the when, what, 
and how questions. A more import-
ant question remains: Why? Why 
should we celebrate the arts in this 
way? 

You and I are created in the image of 
the creative God. When we dream 
and give expression to those dreams 
through a picture, a story, a sculp-
ture, or a poem somehow we are 
reflecting the creative quality which 
God has knitted within each of us. 
Through giving expression to that 
creativity, somehow we are declaring 
good news. 

Makoto Fujimura, the founder of the 
International Arts Movement, was 
once asked “What are the arts for, es-
pecially in terms of their role in the 
church?”  Ponder his response:

The arts provide a comprehensive 
picture of both humanity and God. 
What I mean by this is, it’s not a 
theological statement. I’m not saying 
that the arts replace the divine word 
of God or the expression of the 
church.

But what I am saying is that the arts 
are fundamentally connected with 
the realities that God has created in 
the universe, as well as in communi-
ties of his people. 

Look at everything from the Gene-
sis account of Adam being asked to 
name the animals to passages in Rev-
elation that are full of images -- and 
maybe, in some ways, only artists 
can understand that. All those things 
are the language of the arts.

It’s more than arts being used. I 
think in some ways you can’t use 
the arts any more than you can use 
a human being. So we want to have 
a language that fully celebrates both 
the artist and the gospel. And in 
my mind, they are two intertwined 
realities. 

The reason that we need the arts is 
not so we can have more artists in 
the church, but for the sake of the 
gospel.
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WEATHER CANCELLATIONS
IN THE EVENT THAT A CANCELLATION IS NECESSARY, 

DUE TO WEATHER,
PLEASE CHECK THE FOLLOWING SOURCES:

WEDNESDAY (BY 2:00 PM):
GRACE EFC WEBSITE

DIGITAL SIGN

SUNDAY (BY 6:00 AM):
GRACE EFC WEBSITE

DIGITAL SIGN
KARE 11

WCCO CH. 4

Minutes of the Annual Meet-
ing are posted on the bulletin 
board (by the water fountain). 

Please submit any changes to 
the office via email at office@
gracefree.org or contact one of 
the Elders. 

The minutes will be posted 
through March 31st.

The arts are a cup that will carry the 
water of life to the thirsty. It’s not 
the water itself; it’s the vessel. What 
we are doing in the church today is 
we are just picking up water with 
our bare hands and trying to carry 
it to the thirsty. We can still do it, 
but the effect is minimized by not 
fully utilizing what God has given 
us.

We have to do what we can to carry 
the full cup, rather than be satisfied 
with water that slips through our 
fingers.

Well said! So, friends, let’s antici-
pate the Arts Day on March 24th. 
Think about what you will display 
. . . and the delicious dish that you 
will share at the potluck - Go ahead 
and put extra parsley on it for    
decorations!  :) 

Blessings, 

Pastor Gerald 



Upward Wrapping Up 
March sees us wrapping up another successful Upward season at 
Grace. This year we have 138 basketball players and cheerleaders 
participating with us.  

We are blessed with a great group of coaches, referees, concession 
workers, and other volunteers who help make Upward a great 
experience for everyone involved.  

Please consider joining us on a Saturday between now and March 
16th to experience for yourself the excitement and fun created by 
Upward Basketball and Cheer! 

On March 19th at 6:30 p.m., we will celebrate our season with an 
evening of games, snacks, and celebration.  

A highlight of the Upward season is seeing the installation of 2 
new ceiling-mounted hoops in the gym. These hoops help provide 
a higher quality and safer playing experience for our players. 

CHILDREN’S AND PARENTING 
MINISTRIES 

March 2019

Serve! 

I would love to connect you 
with an opportunity to serve 
children throughout our 
children’s ministry. A few of 
the areas to plug in include:

• Nursery Coordinator

• Nursery worker (1 Sunday 
morning or Wednesday 
evening/month)

• Grace Kids greeter (20 
minutes before Sunday 
school, 1 Sunday/month)

• Awana Group Leader 

• Wee Worship worker (1 
Sunday/month)

If you are interested in serving:

• Call church office at 
763-784-7199

• Email Pastor Tim at 
tbeyer@gracefree.org



April, 12-14

Early registration $135 
(ends Mar 6).  


Grace EFC Youth Group and the North Central District

Duluth, MN 



Timberwolves game 
April 5th 

7:00 pm
Cost $30  

Contact Pastor David - dpreston@gracefree.org

Youth Group 
Fundraiser 

April 8th 
Andover Pizza 

Ranch



Classes meet in the Library, 
Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m., 

facilitated by 
Stephen & Marisha Schletty

ALPHA is a series of sessions exploring the Christian faith. Each talk 
looks at a different question around faith and is designed to create 

conversation. 

UPCOMING CLASSES:

March 6 - How can I make the most of the rest of my life?
March 13 - How can I resist evil?

March 20 - Why and how should I tell others?

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME BEGINS

S u n d a y ,
M a r c h  1 0 t h ,
2 : 0 0 a m

Remember 
to set clocks 
forward
one hour



Do you have a special artistic hobby that we don’t know about, or maybe we do. We 
would like to have a time here at Grace for you to share your special arts 

with the rest of  us. Some of  these arts may be knitting, sculpture, photography, latch 
hooking, carving, painting, drawing, needle point, black smithing, and so much more. 

Our Arts Day will be March 24th. There will be a potluck that day as well. 
We will have you set up your arts/crafts/hobbies in the gym 

so everyone can enjoy before, during and after the potluck. Please register with the 
church office at 763-784-7199 or office@gracefree.org 

to let us know you would like to participate. Any further questions, please contact 
Pastor Scot at shintermeyer@gracefree.org.

Easter Choir?

R e h e a r s a l s  -  T h u r s d a y s  6 : 3 0  to  8 : 0 0 : 
Call Scot at 612-760-4666 and let him know you’re interested and he will have music ready.

Short commitment  -  ability to read music not necessary!

would like to invite you to join 
us for Good Friday and Easter.

Would you like to join us?



Volunteers Needed for our 
Monthly Food Distribution

Join us the 2nd Friday of each month in 
this vital community outreach ministry.

Day shift - any time between 10a-5p
Evening shift - 5p-8p

Clean up 8p-10p

If you are interested in volunteering,
 please contact the office at 

office@gracefree.org 
or (763-784-7199)

MAMMOGRAM CLINIC
APRIL 12TH 
4:00-8:00 pm

(during Food Distribution)

Mammograms offered 
to everyone -

with or without Insurance

Sign up in the Fellowship Hall.

OR

Contact Ethel to register
(612) 287-2433

LADIES’ SPRING RETREAT
Imperfectionist in Training

Fri., April 5th (6:30-8:30 pm) and Sat., April 6th (8:30-2:30 pm)

Cost: $25.00 Continental Breakfast and lunch provided

In the Upper Room at Grace EFC (enter at Door B)

Come and learn from Kimber Sullivan
Kimber Sullivan is fiercely dedicated to the message that life is messy and 
imperfect and difficult but also brilliant and good and spectacular. Her 
deep love of scripture and of imperfect women seeking a perfect God is 
evident as she shares her journey and God’s wisdom.
She is a wife and mother of three and works as a Principle Project 
Manager.Her perfectly imperfect life keeps her grounded in Gods 
word and seeking His guidance. 



 WEEKLY     UPCOMING MINISTRY EVENTS

Grace Calendar
Sundays: 
  9:15 am   Bible Hour, Nursery     

(0-3 yrs)
10:30 am   Worship Service, Nursery 

(0-3 yrs), Wee Worship 
(Age 3-Kindergarten)

Mondays: 
  8:00 pm   Adult Volleyball         
Tuesdays:
  6:00 am   Fe2 Men’s Group 
  1:00 pm   Staff Team Meeting
Wednesdays:
  1:00 pm  Hilltoppers’ Small Group
  5:15 pm   Kids’ Choir
  5:30 pm  Fellowship Dinner
  6:30 pm   AWANA, Student Minis- 

tries, Adult Bible Studies 
& ALPHA 

  8:00 pm   Orchestra Rehearsal
Thursdays:
  6:00 am   Ladies’ Bible Study
  6:30 pm   Chorale Rehearsal 
Fridays: 
  8:15 am   Bread Ministry 
Saturdays:
  7:00 am   Men's Basketball   
  8:00 am   Band of Brothers Bible 

Study (1st & 3rd)     

March 2
  8:00 am   Band of Brothers Bible 

Study
  8:30 am  Kids’ Musical Rehearsal
10:00 am  UPWARD Games
March 3
Communion Sunday
  4:00 pm  Quiz Practice
March 4
  6:00 pm  UPWARD Practice
March 5
  6:00 pm  UPWARD Practice
  6:30 pm   Calendar Planning   

Meeting
March 7
  6:00 pm  UPWARD Practice
March 8
  6:00 pm   Second Harvest Food 

Distribution
March 9
  9:30 am  Quiz Practice
10:00 am  UPWARD Games
10:00 am  Grand Prix Workshop
March 10
Daylight Savings Time Begins
  4:00 pm  Quiz Meet at Oxlip 
March 11
  6:00 pm  UPWARD Practice
March 12
  6:00 pm  UPWARD Practice
  6:30 pm  Elder Board Meeting
March 14
11:00 am   Birthday Brunch Bunch 

at Northtown IHOP
  6:00 pm  UPWARD Practice

March 16
  8:00 am   Band of Brothers Bible 

Study
10:00 am  UPWARD Games
10:00 am  Grand Prix Workshop
March 17
  4:00 pm  Quiz Practice
March 19
  6:00 pm   UPWARD Celebration 

Night
March 21  
  6:30 pm   Avail Academy Choir 

Festival
March 23
11:00 am  Grand Prix/Lunch
March 24
Arts Day & Potluck
  4:00 pm  Quiz Practice
March 26
  5:30 pm   Elder Board Prayer & 

Dinner Meeting
March 29
Quiz Meet at Onalaska
  6:00 pm  Kids’ Musical Rehearsal
March 30
Quiz Meet at Onalaska
  9:00 am  Kids’ Musical Rehearsal
March 31
Quiz Meet at Onalaska
Term 2 Ends
12:30 pm  Kids’ Musical Rehearsal
  4:00 pm  Quiz Practice


