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On Easter Sunday, I punctuated the 
message by reading a declaration 
entitled, The Fellowship of the 
Unashamed. In the days following that 
service several of you requested a copy 
of that statement. In researching the 
author who penned those moving words, 
I discovered that the writer was a 
Rwandan man who in 1980 was forced 
by his tribe to either renounce Christ 
or to face certain death. He refused to 
renounce Christ, and was killed on the 
spot. The night before his execution he 
wrote the commitment "The Fellowship 
of the Unashamed" which was found in 
his room after his death. His comments 
remind me of the Apostle Paul who 
declared, "For I am not ashamed of the 
gospel, for it is the power of God for 
salvation to everyone who believes” 
(Romans 1:16). As you reflect on these 
thoughts, let’s ponder how increasingly 
we might become a fellowship wholly 
sold out for Jesus Christ.

The Fellowship of the Unashamed

I am part of the fellowship of the 
unashamed. I have Holy Spirit power. 
The die has been cast. I have stepped 
over the line. The decision has been 
made. I am a disciple of His. I won’t 
look back, let up, slow down, back 
away or be still.

My past is redeemed. My present 
makes sense. My future is secure. I’m 
finished with low living, sight walking, 
small planning, smooth knees, 
colorless dreams, tamed 
visions, worldly talking, cheap 
giving, and dwarfed goals.I no longer 

need preeminence, prosperity, 
position, promotions, applause, or 
popularity. I don’t have to be right, 
first, tops, recognized, praised, 
regarded or rewarded. I now live by 
faith, lean on His presence, walk by 
patience, am uplifted by prayer and 
labor by power.

My pace is set. My gait is fast. My 
goal is heaven. My road is narrow. My 
way rough. My companions few.  My 
guide is reliable and my mission is 
clear.

I cannot be bought, compromised, 
detoured, lured away, turned back, 
deluded or delayed. I will not flinch 
in the face of sacrifice, hesitate in the 
presence of the adversary, negotiate at 
the table of the enemy, pander at the 
pool of popularity or meander in the 
maze of mediocrity.

I won’t give up, shut up, let up, until 
I’ve stayed up, stored up, prayed up, 
paid up, preached up for the cause of 
Christ.

I am a disciple of Jesus. I must go 
till He comes, give ’til I drop, preach 
till all know, and work till He stops 
me. And when He comes for His own, 
He’ll have no problem recognizing me. 
My banner will be clear.

Don’t you desire to be marked by those 
qualities, as do I? I’m thinking that this 
describes a person and a people in whom 
the Holy Spirit is given full freedom to 
produce the fruit of the Spirit. 

As springtime in Minnesota becomes 
visible, may you experience the 
blossoming of the fruit of the Spirit in 
abundant measure. 

Blessings, 



ATTENTION: LADIES

Please join us this summer for a Bible study where 
“you’ll discover tools to shed graveclothes 

and leave tomb-dwelling behind. 
You were made for LIFE...”

Lazarus Awakening
Finding your place in the heart of God

by Joanna Weaver

Women’s Summer Bible Study

Beginning June 4th for 8 weeks

Tuesdays, 6:30 pm

    Sign up begins in May

SAVE
THE
DATE

BROKEN STRENGTH ALUMNI COOKOUT
FRIDAY, MAY 17TH, 6:00-8:00 PM

TO REGISTER, GO TO: 

https://www.apathtopurity.org/contact 

PLEASE REGISTER BY MAY 10TH



We are proud to announce a brand new way to love your neighbor! We at Grace have the 
exciting opportunity to “adopt” a refugee family living in our neighborhood through Arrive 
Ministries’ church volunteer program, Refugee Life Ministries.  

Refugees new to Minnesota often feel lonely, isolated, and unsure of how to navigate their 
new environment.  Through RLM we can come alongside our neighbors and work as a team 
to help the family integrate into our area by helping them with simple tasks, such as opening 
and reading mail, language learning, homework help for kids, obtaining citizenship, learning 
to shop, etc.  

But most importantly, we'll be building friendships and sharing the love of Christ.  So are you 
interested in making new friends and learning about other cultures, all while advancing the 
Gospel? Let’s walk alongside our neighbors and show them the love of Christ!  

Arrive Ministries will host an informational session after the worship service on May 19th. 
Lunch will be provided! 

To RSVP or for any questions contact 
Melissa Keane at melissakeane215@gmail.com. 

More information can also be found at https://arriveministries.org/rlm.

“Dear friends, let us love one another, 

for love comes from God.” 

-1 John 4:7



Youth Group Summer 2019 
May 1 - Youth Group 6:30 - 8:00 PM “The Journey” 
May 4 - TGSSA Banquet Service Night 
May 8 - Youth Group 6:30 - 8:00 PM  “Your Cell Phone is Changing You” 
May 15 - Youth Group 6:30 - 8:00 PM “How to Maximize Your Youth Group  
       Experience” 
May 22 - End of Year Party 6:30 - 8:00 PM  
 (Last Regular Meeting until Sept 11th) 
June 10-14 VBS at Grace EFC 
June 18 - Girls’ night with Allison Preston 
June 22 - Sweetwater Revival Concert at GEFC  
June 25-27 Freedom Works Mission Trip 
July 10 - Beach Night and BBQ 
July 19 - Movie in the backyard at the Prestons 
July 23 - Bunker Beach Day 
Aug 7 - Beach Night and BBQ 
Aug 14 - St Paul Saints game 
Aug 18 - 24 BWCA Trip 2019 
Aug 30 - Grindstone Weekend



azzJ
May 18, 2019

Jazz Banquet
Join us for an evening of jazz music and great food. Featuring the 

Grace Jazz Orchestra and special guest artists. 

The music will start at 6:00 p.m. and we will eat shortly thereafter. 

Admission is free, but you will have the opportunity to contribute 
to the cost of the evening. 

Tickets are required for admission and can be secured by going to 
www.gracefree.org and clicking on the Grace Jazz icon.

Reserve your seats for the banquet soon.  Space is limited!



Awana Wrap Up 
On May 8th we will celebrate the conclusion of a great year of AWANA! Over 70 
children dedicated themselves to the study and memorization of God’s word throughout 
the course of the year. We celebrate the growth in faith, knowledge, and love of Jesus 
that was displayed throughout the year!

Children’s and Parenting Ministries 
May 2019

VBS Work Nights 
Putting together a VBS that is a great 
experience for kids takes many helpful hands. 
If you would like to be a part of the invaluable 
team that helps get things ready for VBS, join 
us from 6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. on any of the 
following dates for an evening of work and 
fellowship. The work nights will be: 

• May 22nd 
• May 29th 
• May 30th 
• June 4th 
• June 5th

VBS 
Join us in June for this summer’s 
VBS In The Wild. We will spend the 
week exploring the wilderness and 
having close encounters with wildlife 
and with Jesus. VBS will run June 
10-14. Registration is now open and 
costs $15/child.  You can learn more 
and register for VBS by going to 
gracefree.org/vbs.  



“Hope Begins With a Meal”

At VBS, one of our missions projects  will be collecting 
food for Union Gospel Mission’s Thanksgiving Food Bags. 

You can help get us started by bringing the following 
items to our final Fellowship Meal on Wednesday  May 
8th. 

For every item donated below,  $1.00 will be given  to buy 
turkeys for the food bags. 

❏ 1 bag of white rice
❏ 2 cans of peas
❏ 2 cans of whole kernel corn
❏ 2 cans of green beans
❏ 1 can of cranberry sauce
❏ 2 packets of gravy mix
❏ 1 box of stuffing
❏ 1 box of instant potatoes
❏ 1 box of cake or brownie mix

Your donations will be collected at the check-in table on 
May 8th. Thank you for your generosity! 

Questions? Contact Xandra Pull: 
xandrapull@gmail.com or 203-848-4568

For more info on Union Gospel Mission or Thanksgiving  food bags: 
www.ugmtc.org
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VBS
June 10th-14th

9:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

Grace Evangelical Free Church
755 73rd Ave. NE
Fridley, MN 55432

For more information contact:
Pastor Tim

(763) 784-7199
tbeyer@gracefree.org

Registration opens May 1st

Work Nights 
In the weeks leading up to VBS we will have several 

work nights to help us to get ready for VBS. We’d love 
to have you join us on one or more of these nights 

as we work towards making VBS the best experience 
possible for everyone.

May 22nd
May 29th
May 30th
June 4th
June 5th

All work nights will be 6 p.m.-9 p.m.

THIS SUMMER KIDS WILL FOCUS IN ON SOME AMAZING, REAL-LIFE ENCOUNTERS WITH 
JESUS AND DISCOVER THE MOST AMAZING TRUTH OF ALL - JESUS CHRIST IS THE 
MESSIAH, THE SON OF GOD, AND BY BELIEVING WE CAN HAVE LIFE IN HIS NAME.



QUIZZING  MINISTRY  2019...

Congratulations, 
QUIZZERS 

on a job 
well done!



 WEEKLY     UPCOMING MINISTRY EVENTS

Grace Calendar
Sundays: 
  9:15 am   Bible Hour, Nursery     

(0-3 yrs)
10:30 am   Worship Service, Nursery 

(0-3 yrs), Wee Worship 
(Age 3-Kindergarten)

Mondays: 
  7:00 pm   Adult Volleyball         
Tuesdays:
  6:00 am   Fe2 Men’s Group 
  1:00 pm   Staff Team Meeting
Wednesdays:
  1:00 pm   Hilltoppers’ Small Group 

(thru 5/22)
  5:30 pm   Fellowship Dinner (thru 

5/8)
  6:30 pm   AWANA (thru 5/8), 

Student Ministries (thru 
5/22) & Adult Bible Stud-
ies (thru 5/8) 

  8:00 pm   Orchestra Rehearsal
Thursdays:
  6:00 am   Ladies’ Bible Study
  6:30 pm   Chorale Rehearsal 
Fridays: 
  8:15 am   Bread Ministry 
Saturdays:
  7:00 am   Men's Basketball   
  8:00 am   Band of Brothers’ Bible 

Study (1st & 3rd)  

May 1
  1:00 pm  Staff Meeting
May 4
  8:00 am   Band of Brothers’ Men’s 

Bible Study
  5:30 pm   The Good Samaritan     

Society Ministry Banquet
May 5
Communion Sunday
May 6
  6:30 pm  Missions Meeting
May 7
  6:30 pm   Veterans’ Platoon in Upper 

Room
  7:00 pm   Avail Academy Fine Arts 

High School Event
May 8
  6:30 pm  AWANA Awards Night
  6:30 pm  Youth Group
May 9
11:00 am   Birthday Brunch Bunch at 

Northtown IHOP
May 10
  6:00 pm   Second Harvest Food        

Distribution
May 12
Mother’s Day
May 14
  6:30 pm  Elder Board Meeting
May 15
  6:30 pm  Youth Group
May 17
  6:00 pm   Broken Strength Alumni 

Cookout

May 18 
  8:00 am   Band of Brothers’ Bible Study 

(last meeting)
  3:00 pm  Ethan Stone’s Open House   
  6:00 pm  Jazz Banquet 
May 19
12:00 pm   Arrive Ministries Lunch 

Meeting
  3:00 pm   Rachel Wong’s Graduation 

Party
May 21
  7:00 pm   Outreach Influence Team 

Meeting
May 22
  1:00 pm   Hilltoppers’ Small Group 

(final meeting)
  6:00 pm   Vacation Bible School (VBS) 

Work Night
  6:30 pm  Youth Group (last meeting)
May 26
NO Bible Hour due to holiday
May 27
Memorial Day Holiday - Office Closed
May 28
  5:30 pm   Elder Board Prayer & Dinner 

Meeting
May 29
  6:00 pm  VBS Work Night
May 30
  6:00 pm  VBS Work Night
  7:00 pm   Avail Academy 8th Grade 

Graduation
May 31
  7:00 pm   Avail Academy High School 

Graduation


