
Overcomers!

Beginning September 
9th, the Kick-Off to 
the fall ministries, I 

plan to begin a series of messages 
that I’m entitling “Overcomers Break 
Every Chain!”  Together we’ll explore 
how by the power of God we are 
empowered to overcome every chain 
that threatens to bind us including 
failure, difficulty, opposition, guilt, 
temptation, and others. 

The Bible has much to say about 
being an overcomer. The term over-
comer is especially prominent in the 
book of Revelation, where Jesus 
encourages His people to remain 
steadfast through trials (Revelation 
2:26; 3:21; 21:7). First John 5:4-5 
says, “For whatever is born of God 
overcomes the world; and this is 
the victory that has overcome the 
world—our faith. Who is the one 
who overcomes the world, but he 
who believes that Jesus is the Son of 
God?”

Overcomers are followers of Christ 
who successfully resist the power and 
temptation of the world’s system. An 
overcomer is not sinless, but holds 
fast to faith in Christ until the end. 
He/She does not turn away when 
times get difficult or become an apos-
tate. Overcoming requires complete 
dependence upon God for direction, 
purpose, fulfillment, and strength to 
follow God’s plan for our lives 
(Proverbs 3:5-6; 2 Corinthians 12:9).

The Greek word most often translat-
ed “overcomer” stems from the word 
nike which means “to carry off the 
victory”. The verb implies a battle. 
The Bible teaches Christians to recog-
nize that the world is a battleground, 
not a playground. God does not leave 
us defenseless. Eph. 6:11-17 describes 

the armor of the Lord available to all 
believers. Scattered throughout that 
passage is the admonition to “stand 
firm.” Sometimes all it takes to over-
come temptation is to stand firm and 
refuse to be dragged into it. James 4:7 
says, “Resist the devil and he will flee 
from you.” An overcomer is one who 
resists sin no matter what lures the 
Evil One uses.

The apostle Paul wrote eloquently of 
overcoming in Romans 8:35-39. He 
summarizes the power believers have 
through the Holy Spirit to overcome 
any attacks of the enemy. Verse 37 
says, “In all these things we are more 
than conquerors through him who 
loved us.” 

Overcoming is often equated with 
enduring. Jesus encouraged those 
who followed Him to “endure to the 
end” (Mt 24:13). A disciple of Christ 
is one who endures through trials 
by the power of the Holy Spirit. An 
overcomer clings to Christ, no matter 
how high the cost of discipleship. 
Heb. 3:14 says, “We have come to 
share in Christ, if indeed we hold our 
conviction firmly to the very end.”

Jesus warned that holding fast to 
Him would not be easy, but it would 
be well worth it. In Mark 13:13 Jesus 
says, “You will be hated by all for my 
name’s sake. But the one who endures 
to the end will be saved” (ESV). We 
have the guarantee of Jesus that, if we 
are His, we will be able to endure to 
the end and His rewards will make it 
all worthwhile.

May the Lord strengthen us in every 
way as we experience the Lord’s 
transforming power all for His glory. 

                                    Blessings, 
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Adult Communities
Adult Communities provide gathering opportunities to encourage friendships while also learning 
from God’s Word. Adult Communities are geared for every stage of adult life and growth. We’re sure 
there’s a Community where you’ll feel welcomed and appreciated. 

These communities meet on Sunday morning at 9:15 am, beginning September 9th

MOSAIC - will study 
the book of Judges in Room 
303, led by Jonathan Den 
Hartog.

ETHOS  - 
  brandon finnestad will facil-

itate “The truth project” for 
young adults in the green 
room.

Married Doing Life Together  - 
will continue with an indepth study 
of Romans, facilitated by Matt Christie 
in the Conference Room. 

CROSS Walk - 
will study the book of Romans, facilitated by Joe 
Pull in Room 302.

Hilltoppers -  
 will have a team-led study of the book of 
Acts in the Fellowship Hall

2nd Wind - 
Old Testament One will be 
facilitated by Pete Peterson 
in Room 301.

Wednesday Evening Classes
Beginning September 12th, 6:30-8:00 pm

Nursery - Care for children 3 and younger.

AWANA -  Wednesday night Bible clubs - PreK through 6th Grade memorizing God’s Word, playing games, and 
making friends.

Youth Gr oup in the Upper Room - Our youth leaders seek to challenge and motivate youth to live and enjoy 
life to the fullest by encouraging them to discover and encounter the abundant way, truth, and life that 
Jesus Christ has to offer.

Ladies’ B ible Study in Room 303 - will study “The Magnificent Obsession” by Anne Graham Lotz; facilitated by 
Cheryl Derksen.

Men’s Bible Study in Room 301 - David Wong will be teaching I Thessalonians.

Alpha in the Library-  Stephen & Marisha Schletty will facilitate this series of sessions exploring the Christian 
faith (beginning September 19th)

Financi al Seminars (4 weeks) & Financial Peace University (9 weeks) in Room 302 - will be facilitated by     
various financial experts.

GriefSh are will meet in the Conference Room - Kathy Jacobson facilitates this support group for those who are 
bereaved. You don’t have to go through the grieving process alone.



 
September 12th - Youth Group First!  6:30 - 8:00 pm Upper Room 
September 26th - “See you at the Pole” 
October 19 - 21 -  Fall Fling at Camp Shamineau 

Be sure to update your contact information to stay up to date on emails 
and text messages. 

Pastor David - dpreston@gracefree.org - (312) 970-1179 phone/text

Youth Group

Freedom Works Service day. Challenge 2018 devotional 



BWCA 2018 Trip, Ely Minnesota




A special thank you to these 
volunteers (l to r): Wilma 
Thompson, Gail Trandem, and 
Diane Little and others, namely 
Gail LeDoux and Judy & Ben 
Hedlund, for faithfully folding 
bulletins and inserting various 
ministry handouts every Friday 
morning throughout the year.

Behind the Scenes...

Can you help?
From time to time we have people who would like to play 
in the Grace Orchestra but do not have an instrument 
available.  

Here is my question.  Do you have an old instrument in a 
closet somewhere that you might be willing to loan or give 
to the church, so those without instruments might be able 
to play with us?  Or, would you like to contribute to help 
buy used instruments for this purpose?

Please contact Pastor Scot for more information or to 
share an instrument.  shintermeyer@gracefree.org or call  
612-760-4666.

       September 19      Is there more to life than this? 
     September 26     Who is Jesus?
     October 3      Why did Jesus die?
     October 10       How can I have faith? 
     October 17          Why and how can I pray? 
     October 24      Why and how should I read the Bible? 
     October 31      How does God guide us? 
     November 7      How can I resist evil? 
     November 14       Why and how should I tell others? 
       November 21     Prayer, Praise, and Pie 
       November 28     What about the Church?   

ALPHA

Classes will meet in the Library, 
Wednesdays, beginning 

September 19th at 6:30 p.m.



Financial Seminars & Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace University

This fall several financial seminars will be offered that you may find valuable as you prepare for 
your family’s financial future. Topics in these seminars include: preparing for your children’s col-
lege education, planning for retirement, as well as, strategies for most effectively passing on your 
physical and financial assets to your heirs, charities, etc.  Below is the list of seminars that have 
been scheduled:

September 12 Funeral Planning and Funding – Mark Finnestad/Jeanne McGill
September 19  Legacy Planning – Patrick Farley
September 26 Education Funding and Planning – Michael Kauls
October 3  5 Keys to Retiring Fearlessly- Gregory Schraufingel 

Each seminar is independent of the others, so you are welcome to just sign up for those that 
are of interest to you. Please register for the seminars you would like to attend by calling Grace 
Evangelical Free Church office at 763-784-7199.  There is no fee for these seminars.

Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace University will begin on October 10th for nine weeks.  This 
class provides the basis for taking control and managing your financial resources based on 
biblical principles.  You may purchase your membership and register for this class on-line at 
Daveramsey.com. The price is $119, which includes:

·	 Access to nine online video lessons, plus online tools, community and financial coaches

·	 Access to local groups

·	 Subscription to EveryDollar Plus, our premium budgeting tool ($99 value)

·	 Member workbook for all nine lessons

·	 NEW! Dave Ramsey’s follow-up course, The Legacy Journey 

Please call the church office (763-784-7199) if you have any questions.

All the financial seminars and Financial Peace University classes 
will be held 6:30-8:00 pm in Room 302.

STRUGGLES OF LIFE SUPPORT GROUP
A support group for those experiencing difficulties in their lives will continue 

every other Tuesday, beginning September 11th from 7:00-8:30 pm in the Library. 

The purpose of this group, facilitated by Mary Perras, is to help individuals share their 
stories and move  forward in their lives.

Contact the office 763-784-7199 or office@gracefree.org for more information.



Connecting with Bethany Baptist Church of Riga, Latvia

In 2000 we began a partnership with Bethany Baptist Church of 
Riga, Latvia in which both churches covenanted to pray for and 
with each other. Additionally we agreed to be open to 
cooperative ventures at the invitation of the host church. Over 
the years we have received representatives from that church and 
we have had several from our Grace church family who visited 
there. Pastor Gerald and Michael Aderinkomi visited there in 
2012. Often Liz Christie and others from Grace participate in the 
Green Camp during the summer. 

To increase our awareness of these brothers and sisters, 
perhaps a brief review of Latvia would be helpful. Latvia is a 
democratic sovereign state on the Baltic Sea of nearly two 

million people. It is bordered by Estonia to the north and Lithuania 
to the south. Russia is to the east and Belarus to the southeast. Over the course of 7 centuries 
Latvia has been under foreign rule until May 4, 1990 when it declared its independence. During 
these centuries of foreign rule, Latvia maintained its identity through its language and musical 
traditions; however, as a consequence of centuries of Russian rule (1710-1918) and Soviet 
occupation, Latvia is home to a large number of ethnic Russians (27%). This information is 
helpful in understanding Bethany Baptist Church, our sister Church which is comprised 
primarily of those who speak Russian.

On September 24, Pastor Gerald plans to visit Latvia and spend time with the leadership team 
which has invited him to lead in team-building exercises and Bible Studies related to 
leadership. He plans to draw from the book of Nehemiah in his teaching sessions with them. 

Please pray for him in this venture. He plans to deliver a gift from the Missions Team to further 
the church’s disciple-making efforts as well as 200 booklets provided by The Gospel Coalition 
for their disciple-making efforts.  Also, he desires to hand-deliver to the church during the 
worship service on September 30th letters from our church in which we share words and 
scriptures of encouragement. There will be a basket to receive your letters on September 9th, 
16th, and 23rd. 

What a great opportunity to celebrate the unity that we have with others through Christ!



Child Security 
This year, we are introducing a new child check-in system in Grace Kids. 
The ultimate goal of this system is to keep kids safe and give parents 
peace of mind that their children are well cared for. Additionally, this 
system will communicate to guests that their children are valued and safe. 

In the short term, this system may cause some delays and frustrations, 
and may seem unnecessary in, what feels like, a safe place. However, it is 
our desire to grow and see new children and families come in to our 
church. As that happens and there are more new faces around, a system 
like this will become essential, and we want to act like the church we 
want to become. 

Parents and guardians should have received an email with a more 
extensive explanation of how this system works (if not, contact Pastor 
Tim), but here are a few key points to be aware of. 

Thank you for your patience and understanding as we roll out this new 
system. I know it may be inconvenient to start, but I truly believe it is 
the best thing for our kids and for our ability to minister to new families. 

Grace,

Pastor Tim

Serve! 

I would love to 
connect you with an 
opportunity to serve 
children throughout 
our children’s ministry. 
A few of the areas to 
plug in include:

• Nursery Coordinator

• Nursery worker (1 
Sunday morning or 
Wednesday evening/
month)

• Grace Kids greeter 
(20 minutes before 
Sunday school, 1 
Sunday/month)

• Awana Group 
Leader 

• Wee Worship worker 
(1 Sunday/month)

If you are interested in 
serving:

• Call church office at 
763-784-7199

• Email Pastor Tim at 
tbeyer@gracefree.org

CHILDREN’S AND PARENTING  
MINISTRY 
 September 2018 

• All children should be checked in at the Grace Kids 
welcome center next to the fellowship hall.

• At the check-in station, you will be prompted to enter 
your phone number and choose the children you are 
checking in.

• Each child will receive a name tag and the adult checking 
them in will receive a guardian receipt. The name tags and 
guardian receipt have a matching code and the receipt 
must be shown to pick up a child. 



Ladies’ Harvest Luncheon
Nov. 3rd, 11:00 am - 1:00 pm

in the Fellowship Hall

Kimber Sullivan will share how to "Stop Being Perfect" 

Kimber will also be the speaker for the Ladies’ Retreat April 4th & 5th

Kimber Sullivan is fiercely dedicated to the 
message that life is messy, imperfect and 
difficult but also brilliant and good and 
spectacular.  Her deep love of scripture and 
of imperfect women seeking a perfect God 
infuses every speaking engagement.  

You are invited to join the

  Grace Chorale
Rehearsing Thursday evenings 6:30 to 8:00 pm.

First Rehearsal - Sept. 6, 2018
All Singers are welcome!

YOU are welcome!!

S i n g e r s  . . .

Instrumentalists
You are invited to join the 

Grace Orchestra 
Rehearsing Wednesday evenings 

8:00 to 9:30 pm
First Rehearsal - Sept. 5th, 2018

Come and see if it is a 
musical place for you.



Volunteers Needed for our 
Monthly Food Distribution

Join us the 2nd Friday of each month in this 
vital community outreach ministry.

Day shift - any time between 10a-5p
Evening shift - 5p-8p

Clean up 8p-10p

If you are interested in volunteering,
 please contact the office at 

office@gracefree.org 
or (763-784-7199)

INVITATION TO 
RECEIVE FOOD

Invite your friends and family, who 
have a need, to come and receive 
food. 

If they can’t make it, please pick up 
for them and bless them (but only if 
you aren’t picking up for yourself). 

Registration: 2:30 pm  - 7:45 pm
Food Distributed: 
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm

Please bring ID with current 
address and a couple of boxes or 
laundry baskets to receive food.

You are invited to join the

  Grace Chorale
Rehearsing Thursday evenings 6:30 to 8:00 pm.

First Rehearsal - Sept. 6, 2018
All Singers are welcome!

YOU are welcome!!

S i n g e r s  . . .

Instrumentalists
You are invited to join the 

Grace Orchestra 
Rehearsing Wednesday evenings 

8:00 to 9:30 pm
First Rehearsal - Sept. 5th, 2018

Come and see if it is a 
musical place for you.



 WEEKLY     UPCOMING MINISTRY EVENTS

Grace Calendar
Beginning September 9th

Sundays: 
  9:15 am   Bible Hour, Nursery (0-3 

yrs)
10:30 am   Worship Service, Nursery 

(0-3 yrs), Wee Worship 
(Age 3-Kindergarten)

Mondays: 
  7:00 pm   Adult Volleyball        

TEMP. CANCELLED 
Tuesdays:
  6:00 am   Fe2 Men’s Group 
  9:30 am   Staff Team Meeting
  6:30 pm  Men’s Maturity Platoon
Wednesdays:
  1:00 pm  Hilltoppers’ Small Group
  5:15 pm   Kids’ Choir (begins 9/19)
  5:30 pm  Fellowship Dinner
  6:30 pm   Awana, Youth Minis- 

tries, Adult Bible Stud-
ies, Alpha (begins 9/19), 
GriefShare, Financial 
Seminars 

  8:00 pm   Orchestra Rehearsal (be-
gins 9/5)

Thursdays:
  6:00 am   Ladies’ Bible Study
  6:30 pm   Chorale Rehearsal (begins 

9/6)
Fridays: 
  8:15 am   Bread Ministry 
Saturdays:
  7:00 am   Men's Basketball        

TEMP. CANCELLED

September 1
Family Camp at Grindstone
September 2
Family Camp at Grindstone
Communion Sunday
September 3
Labor Day holiday - office closed
Campers return from Grindstone
September 5
  6:30 pm   Ministry/Disciplemaking 

Training (ERT, Awana, 
Student, Adult, etc)

  8:00 pm   Orchestra Rehearsal 
Begins

September 6
  6:30 pm  Chorale Rehearsal Begins
September 8
  8:00 am   Ladies’ Breakfast at    

Carol’s Restaurant
September 9
Fall Kickoff & Potluck 
(Term 1 Begins)
  1:00 pm  Youth Parent’s Meeting
  4:00 pm  Quiz Practice Begins
September 11
  6:30 pm  Elder Board Meeting
  6:30 pm  Men’s Maturity Platoon
  7:00 pm   Struggles of Life Support 

Group
September 13
11:00 am   Birthday Brunch Bunch 

at Northtown IHOP
September 14
  6:00 pm   Second Harvest Food 

Distribution

September 15
  8:00 am   Band of Brothers Bible 

Study in the Fellowship 
Hall

  8:00 am   Men’s Fellowship Break-
fast at Golden Corral in  
Coon Rapids

September 16
  9:15 am   New Member’s Class
  4:00 pm  Quiz Practice
September 19
  5:15 pm  Kids’ Choir Begins
  6:30 pm  Alpha Begins
September 23
  9:15 am  New Member’s Class 
  4:00 pm  Quiz Practice 
September 24
   7:00 pm   Outreach Influence 

Team Meeting
September 25
  1:00 pm  Staff Meeting
  5:30 pm   Elder Board Dinner & 

Prayer Meeting
  7:00 pm   Struggles of Life Support 

Group
September 30
  9:15 am  New Member’s Class
  4:00 pm  Quiz Practice


