
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
 

Fish the Bible! 
Understand Scripture and Apply It to Life. 

Stephen H. Wheeler 
 

Ask for it at your local bookstore. 
Or visit 

www.fishthebible.org 
 
Stephen earned his doctorate in chemistry from the 
University of Minnesota and taught chemistry at Wheaton 
College and Bethel University for a total of eight years. In 
1987, he entered Trinity Evangelical Divinity School for 
theological studies. He and his wife were commissioned as 
missionaries with the Evangelical Free Church of America 
and moved to the Montreal area to work in church planting 
and leadership development. Stephen continued his training 
by correspondence with Columbia International University. 
He was impressed by the creative teaching method of his 
hermeneutics professor, who used recorded conversations 
with his wife to teach the subject. This sparked a dream to 
release hermeneutics from the confines of seminaries and 
Bible colleges and to bring it to ordinary people, including 
unbelievers. In 2009, he began teaching a course called 
"FISH!" In 2011, he began leading "Fishing Expeditions." 
His book brought that teaching to a larger audience in 2012. 
He continues to help ordinary people plunge more deeply 
into Scripture. 

 

Coming soon: 
 
“The Word became flesh and made his 
dwelling among us…” (John 1:14)  

These words are at the center of what 
we celebrate at Christmas and all 
through the year. Failure to understand 
them in their context can hinder our 
faith and weaken our ability to share the 
Good News with others.  

Steve will demonstrate the use of the 
common-sense "fishing tools" to 
embark on a journey into the context of 
John 1:14. Along the way, you'll discover 
that the tools for understanding 
Scripture are the same ones that help us 
communicate with the people around 
us. Improve your Bible-listening skills. 
Improve your people skills. Help others 
plunge more deeply into Scripture. 

            (Add date, time, place, etc. here.) 

 

  

For many, reading the 
Bible is like trying to 
peer into a crystal 

ball: 
understanding the 
meaning seems 
mysterious, if not 

impossible. 
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Our world is full of confusing voices. They arise because common-sense 
communication tools are not being used to understand what the Bible is 
saying. 

Maybe you, yourself, are wondering about these voices. You're not alone, 
and you deserve legitimate answers to your questions. 

Or maybe you're tired of hearing people say such things and wonder what 
to do. 
 

 

There are many people who would accept the teaching of 
Scripture, if only someone would take the time to explain the 

tools for understanding it. Could you be that person? 

Whether we are listening to our 
friends, our families, our employers, 

or our Bible, the following  
common-sense tools will help us: 

 
1. Immediate Context: "Stop interrupting 
    me! Hear my whole thought!" 
        1a. Get the big picture. 
        1b. Look for important details. 
        1c. Unmask any assumptions. 
2. Translations: "Could you say that 
    again, using different words?" 
3. Footnotes and commentaries: 
    "Mary, help me understand what John 
     just said." 
4. Book context: "Oops! Sorry. I forgot 
    what you told me this morning." 
5. Whole Bible context: "If only I had 
    paid attention to what you said last 
    week!" 
6. Setting: "I understand you so much 
    better, now that I know the setting of 
    your life." 
7. Figurative language: "The way you 
    talk enriches my life." Examples: 
    metaphor, irony, symbolism... 
8. Genres: "The 'color' in your language 
    helps me understand you better." 
    Examples: word pictures, proverbs, 
    parables, Hebrew poetry, prophecy... 
9. Word study: "You just used a word I 
    thought I understood, but..." 
10. Application: "Finally, I know what 
      to do!"  (action, attitude, belief, etc.) 

We can’t take the Bible literally. 

not relevant for 
today’s world 

The Bible becomes God’s Word 
only as the reader responds to it. 

The Bible tolerates 
infant sacrifice. 

The Bible has 
been changed. 

The God of the Bible 
is a monster! 

The Bible breeds 
violence. 

Jesus improved the 
Bible by rejecting parts 
of the Old Testament. 

condones 
genocide 

? 

! 

Jesus is a myth. 

racist, ambiguous, 
misogynous 

impossible to understand 
? ? 

The Bible is full of bizarre 
and dangerous rules. 


